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We don’t knock.

Rating: Intermediate

Infamous. Ubiquitous. Strangely not appearing much in crime stats.

Using a notched decoder, the technique is:

1) Insert decoder between wheel and case, notch up, as shown (1).
2) Test the wheels move freely.
3) Angle the tool so the tip and notch is lifting upwards (2).
4) Pull back lightly on the tool.
5) The wheels should now bind (be harder to move).
6) Rotate the wheels until they reach an obvious loose spot (3).
7) Reposition the tool as needed to allow setting of all wheels.
8) When all wheels are set, the tool may drop back as the internal bar 

drops into place.
9) Remove tool.
10) Flick the opening switch down and the box should open.

1

2

3

For video instructions 
tap here for NFC or 
search YouTube for 

“Lock picking lawyer 
notched decoder”.
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Combo KeyboxKeybox Variants
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There are lots of different implementations of the same basic 
mechanism.

What makes it trickier is sometimes the internal spacings and 
tolerances are just different enough to make your muscle memory 
from practice invalid between manufacturers. This can be 
embarrassing when you approach a box with confidence and 
bravado, only to be humiliated for a solid ten minutes.

Don’t worry, you only make that mistake once.

Far Right: Standard Master Lock design – see separate 
sheet.

Middle: The Club. So called because you can use it as 
one. This uses a more physically robust mechanism, but 
upside down. Therefore the tool and positioning is 
inverted as the bar is underneath.

Far Left: Just another knock-off. Use the same method 
for decoding as for the standard Master Lock box, but 
note the box just pulls open when you get the correct 
combination.
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Combo KeyboxPush Button Keybox
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Well, whaddya know? Master Lock actually fixed an issue.

This actually isn’t uncommon. Tooling needs replacing and, when it 
comes around to new tooling time, Master Lock do address some 
vulnerabilities.

The method popularised by the Lock Picking Lawyer does not work 
on this newer variant. Just as the method used on the Supra box 
used to work on much older variants and no longer does.

Please don’t press hard on the
buttons. It doesn’t help and will just
break it. 

Ask me how I know.

The way to decode this box is:
 1) Press down and hold down the clear button.
 2) Press the release button down and make sure it is bottomed out.    
    You can now release this and it should stay down.
 3) Press the buttons one at a time, watching the release button.
 4) When you see some slight movement on this release button as      
     you press a number, that digit is part of the combination.
 5) Each time you find a number, remember it and then reset the          
    position of the release button.
 6) Remember, the order does not matter.

The movement of the release button will be subtle and you will 
need to reposition every time you find a digit.
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